
June 13, 2023 Council Meeting 
A meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on June 13 , 2023  in 

Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:0 0 PM with Mayor LC Jones presiding. Other 

Council  Members present included  Kathy Lawson , Aaron Rawls , Lawrence Mitchell  and Tammy 

Pearson .  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki , Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, 

City Attorney representative  Steven Durbin , Finance Director  Mandy McGhee, Assistant Finance 

Director Crystal Ferguson , Public Information Officer  Kendall Davis, Fire Chief Dan Howell, and 

Deputy Police Chief Chad Rhoads .  

Pledge to the flag and invocation were led by Council Member Lawson . Mayor Jones 

welcomed everyone to the me eting an advised that agendas could be found in the back of the 

room and on the City website.  

Approve minutes from the April 11, 2023 Council Meeting,  April 24, 2023 Neighborhood 

Meeting, April 25, 2023 Council Meeting, May 6, 2023 Council Retreat, and the May 9, 2023 

Council Meeting  ð Council Member Lawson  made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. 

Council Member Pearson  seconded the motion wit h all Council Members voting in favor.  

Hear an overview of the June 12 Druid Hills/Uptown neighborhood tour and meeting  ð City 

Manager Towarnicki summarized the neighborhood tour, the route they took and detailed some 

of the properties and concerns discus sed. Towarnicki summarized the neighborhood meeting 

where approximately 15 residents attended and shared some of those resident concerns and 

how those would be addressed.  

 

Conduct a public hearing for the purpose of receiving names of citizens interested  in 

appointments for two 3 -year terms ending June 30, 2026, and one unexpired 3 -year term ending 

on June 30, 2024 on the Martinsville City School Board  ð Mayor Jones opened the public 

hearing. Leroy Hairston, Jr.  spoke for Tony Jones who would like to be reconsidered  for the 
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school board . Stephanie Morris -Mills  of 802 A Street Martinsville  would like to be considered . 

Nekia Blackwell of 317 Forest Street  put her name in for a school board vacancy . Emily Parker 

of 1225 Mulberry Road request ed to be  consider ed. Vice Mayor Rawls said that Cody Williams , 

1223 Lanier Road would like to be considered while Council Member Pearson mentioned Heather 

Blankenbaker of 908 Hazelwood Lane  who was also interested .  Mayor Jones closed the public 

hearing.  City Manager Towarnicki explained interviews should be handled prior to the June 27 

closed session  meeting .  Council Member Lawson recommended interviews on Monday June 26 

beginning at 5:30pm , allotting 30 minutes for each interview.  

 

Hear a presentation from Site Collaborative regarding Martinsvilleõs Public Parks 

Improvements Plan  ð City Manager Towarnicki summarized the improvements plan that began 

using ARPA funds. He noted a RFP was  issued, conducted interviews and selected Site 

Collaborative who ha s done a lot  of work towards park improvements. Graham Smith , President 

of Site Collaborative presented a PowerPoint explaining the organization, their history with 

previous projects, and their plan for the City parks  along with the project ed progress outlines 

for eac h task.  Site Collaborative would be engaged with Council regularly through the planning 

process and would like assigned liaisons and  advocates within the city.  
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